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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 


THE  YEAR  1948. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BILLINGE-AND-WINSTANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  seventeenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your 
district  in  1948, 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  ilND  SOCIilL  CONDITION  OF  THE  AREA. 

/irea  in  acres  - 4,906, 

Registrar-General's  estimate 

of  resident  population  mid  1948  - 5 >886. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 

end  of  1948,  according  to  the  rate  book  - 1,601. 

Rateable  Value  - £22, 772 • 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  - £91. 

General  health  was  well  maintained  despite  the  continuing 
austerity  of  the  forties.  There  is  a perceptible  elevation 
of  social  standards  through  the  national  services  with  a 
corresponding  decline  in  moral  responsibilities.  The  children, 
however,  are  manifesting  the  benefits  of  meals  and  free  milk 
at  school  and  this  appears  to  be  the  soundest  national 
investment . 

Coal  Mining,  both  deep  and  opencast,  and  agriculture 
remained  the  principal  local  industries  of  outstanding  national 
importance.  Brick  and  Terra  Cotta  manufacture  and  stone 
quarrying  also  engaged  a proportion  locally  whilst  a section  of 
the  female  population  found  employment  in  the  cotton  mills  and 
engineering  works  in  adjoining  districts. 

VITAL  STATISTICS . 


Live  Births, 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate, 

87 

36 

31 

Illegitimate. 

5 

5 

90 

39 

51 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated 

resident  population  of  the 

district. 

15.2 

Other  live  birth  statistics 

, introduced  for 

the  purpose  of  comparison. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  births  in  district 
during  1947. 

99 

48 

31 

Live  birth  rate  for  1947.  16.3 

Average  rate  for  the  previous  five  years  (1945--47)  16,3 
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Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1948. 


Still  Births 


Total 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
Deaths  Total 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population. 

Death  rate  for  district  in  1947 

Mean  death  rate  for  district  during 
five  years  (1943-47) 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1948, 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes.  Deaths, 


Puerperal  and  post  adoortive  sepsis  Nil 
Other  maternal  causes  Nil 


Male 


Male 

'W~ 


17.9 
Female . 

21 

Female , 

■■  ■■2"8'““ 


12.4 

12.5 

11,9 

10.8 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  total  live 
and  still  births 

Nil 

Nil 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

Number  of  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in  district 
in  1947 

Mean  number  of  infantile  deaths  in  district  per 
1,000  live  births  for  five  years  (1945  - 47) 

Number  of  infantile  deaths  per 

1,000  live  births  in  England- and  Wales  in  1948 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhce  a (under  2 years  of  age) 


66 

68 

Nil 

40 

60 

3^ 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area  up  to 

July  $th.  19487  ' 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

Pathological  Specimens  - submitted  to  Wigan 
Infirmary  - 21  throat  swabs. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  at 
Liverpool  City  Laboratories  - One. 

Tb)  Ambulance  facilities  - No  change. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home  - Under  the  auspices  of  the  local 
Queens  Nursing  Association.  The  District  Nurse  continued 
to  render  valuable  and  much  appreciated  service.  Her 
duties  do  not  include  nursing  infectious  diseases  or 
midwifery, 

(d)  Clinics  and  treatment  centres  - no  change. 

(e)  Hospitals  - no  change. 

(f)  No  applications  were  made  during  the  period  5th,  July  to 
51st.  December,  19^8  under  sub-section  three  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act  19d-8  Section  47  and  no  orders 
were  made  in  pursuance. 

SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(1)  Water. 


The  old  maxim  that  you  never  miss  the  water  till  the 
well  runs  dry  was  amply  proved  during  the  late  months  of  a 
dry  summer.  Increased  consumption  and  relative  drought 
conbined  to  drain  the  resources  at  the  Vlliittle  Shaft  and 
from  August  9th.  1948  to  Oct  2nd,  1948  the  district,  almost  entire 
dependent  on  the  Wigan  contribution,  was  reduced  to  a water 
supply  of  twelve  hours  in  the  day.  Yet,  despite  this  enforced 
curtailment,  emerging  from  the  figures  there  is  the  disquieting 
fact  that  apart  from  1945  the  year's  consumption  was  a record. 
Appended  are  the  various  contributions  to  this  total 


Whittle  Shaft 
Wigan  Corporation 
Cob  Moor 
Higher  Tunnel 


26.884.000  galls. 

22.850.000  " 

5,259,000  " 

169,000  " 


(50,010,000) 
(15,050,000) 
( 5,721,000) 

( 595,000) 


Total  55,162,000 


(49,576,000) 


Average  daily  consumption  145,250  gallons,  per  individual 
24.7  gallons.  Brackett ed  alongside  are  the  corresponding 
figures  in  1947. 

During  recent  years  the  ?/igan  Supply  has  been  assuming 
increasing  importan.ce.  While  in  1947  it  is  seen  that  it 
amo'unted  approximately  to  one  third  of  the  total,  in  1948 
it  was  approaching  one  half,  exceeding  the  twenty  million 
gallon  mark  for  the  first  time,  and  rivalling  our  own  Whittle 


Water  (cont. ) 
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Shaft  supply  for  pre-eminence.  This  19^  figure  represents 
an  excess  of  more  than  four  million  gallons  over  what  could 
legitimately  have  been  claimed  by  agreement.  What  is  most 
important,  it  Ccine  largely  at  a time  when  the  need  was  greatest. 
For  such  ready  help  in  difficult  times  we  have  indeed  cause 
to  be  grateful.  As  to  prospects,  it  is  patent  that  the 
district  will  be  ever  more  dependent  as  time  proceeds. 

All  local  possibilities  having  been  explored  without 
avail,  augmentation  can  only  be  achieved  through  external 
sources.  Incidentally,  the  Ministry’s  representative,  who 
r.as  been  conducting  a general  survey  of  the  water  supplies 
and  requirements  in  the  North  West,  was  encouraging  in  his 
confirmation  of  this  view  and  of  the  action  proposed. 
Furthermore,  he  urged  the  utmost  expedition.  As  a consequence 
the  Council  approached  the  Liverpool  Corporation  as  to  the 
possibility  of  participating  in  the  Liverpool  supply  from  the 
main  running  along  the  border  of  the  district.  The  outcome 
of  these  negotiations  was  entirely  satisfactory  and  agreement 
has  been  reached  for  a regular  supply  up  to  1^0,000  gallons 
daily.  The  scheme  is  due  to  come  into  operation  in  January 
1951  when  it  is  anticipated  the  necessary  works  will  have 
been  installed.  In  passing,  acknowledgement  is  due  to  the 
Li-^rerpool  City  Water  Engineer  and  his  staff  for  their  very 
congenial  reception  of  the  deputation  and  the  sympathetic 
understanding  evj.nced.  Thus  we  can  look  forward  optimistically 
to  the  end  of  this  annually  recurring  menace  of  drought. 

The  bacteriological  and  chemical  samples  taken  revealed 
a v/ater  supply  complying  with  the  standards  on  each  occasion. 

The  Analyst  stated  that  the  samples  were  clear,  very 
faintly  yellow  and  odourless,  containing  only  a trace  of 
suspended  matter  which  consisted  of  vegetable  debris,  fungus, 
hydrated  oxide  of  iron  with  iron  organisms  and  particles  of 
siliceous  matter.  After  chlorination  the  water  would  be 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Nine  houses  with  a population  of  30  people  ^e  miprovided 
from  the  public  mains.  Isolation  and  inaccessability  have 
been  responsible  generally  though  the  possibility  of  laying 
c piped  supply  to  a small  community  not  so  remote  has 
recently  been  considered. 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  drainage  system  is  of  the  usual  type;  storm  v^^ater 
and  sewage  being  carried  away  in  a common  sewer.  The  methods 
of  sewage  treatment  remain  unchanged.  Plans  for  the  new 
biological  filtration  plant  to  replace  the  old  broad 
irrigation  scheme  in  Billinge  Chapel  End  still  await  the 
Ministry's  approval.  Delay  is  now,  it  seems,  the  result 
of  difficulties  in  the  land  transaction.  ' However,  that 
may  be  the  neer^for  the  change  Lr.  increasingly  felt  in  this 
section  of  the  aistrict  as  all  the  building  development  is 
concentrated  here.  The  land  utilised  for  the  purpose  of 
sewage  treatment  is  correspondingly  overtaxed  and  crude 
sewage  constitutes  a potential  danger  constantly  to  the 
purity  of  the  stream  coursing  along  the  lower  border  of  the 
field.  In  tv/o  other  areas  of  the  district  also,  new  methods 
are  required;  in  the  Kings  Moss  hamlet  where  isolation  from 
the  general  system  will  entail  a small  scheme  separately 
and  in  Billinge  Hi^er  End  where  the  obvious  solution  will 
ultimately  be  the  merging  of  adjoining  schemes  in  a larger 
project.  But  it  can  at  least  be  said  in  these  latter  instances 
that  the  conditions  are  not  being  aggravated  at  present  by 
further  developments. 
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(3)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

These  are  kept  under  the  close  surveillance  of  the  County 
Rivers  Board.  The  potential  danger  from  sewage  contamination 
has  already  been  mentioned.  No  complaint  was,  made  in  the  year 
ujider  review.  Other  than  this  there  is  no  risk  of  pollution. 

(4)  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

A grant  of  £7  or  half  the  cost,  whichever  is  the  less,  is 
made  towards  the  conversion  to  a W.C.  Forty  four  owners 
availed  themselves  of  this  offer  to  convert.  A more  ambitious 
scheme  is  impeded  by  the  shortage  of  water  and  inadequacy  of 
sewage  disposal  methods. 

Closet  Accommodation  at  the  end  of  1948. 


No.  of  Privy  Middens.  - 122. 
No.  of  Closets  attached  to  these  middens.  ~ 415. 
No.  of  pail  closets.  - 4. 
No.  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  ~ Nil. 
No.  of  movable  ashbins.  - 877. 
No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system.  - 913* 
No.  of  fresh  v/ater  closets.  - 930» 
No.  of  waste  water  closets,  - Nil. 


(5)  Public  Cleansing. 

Street  scavenging  and  the  removal  of  house  refuse  was 
carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  as  previously.  Privy 
middens  and  ashbins  are  emptied  regularly  and  the  recently 
acquired  covered  motor  waggon  has  greatly  facilitated-  the 
work.  Tipping  continued  on  selected  and  controlled  sites 
there  being  no  destructor  in  the  district  • Paper  is  collected 
separately  for  salvage. 

(6)  Shops. 

The  Shops  Act  193^ > relating  to  ventilation  and 
temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  and  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1938  relating  to  conditions  in  offices, 
i.e.  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences  etc.  are  administered 
by  the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  all 
premises  included  within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts,  and  reports 
to  the  County  Council. 

(7)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

(Vide  Sanitaiy  Inspector's  Report). 

(8)  Smoke  Abatement, 

There  are  five  factory  and  works  chimneys  in  the  district 
and  ten  observations  were  made  during  the  year.  The  time  limit 
for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  is  two  minutes  in  the  hour.  On 
two  occasions  the  Sanitary  Inspector  considered  the  rules  to 
have  been  infringed  and  interviewed  the  respective  works 
managers  with  salutary  effect. 

(9)  Swi.mming  Baths  and  Pools. 


None  - Public  or  private  in  this  district. 
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(10)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  routine  disinfestation  of  the  household  r»-p 

now.  Council  Uon.o.TsnTaTrtctlL  in 
Council’s  resolution  will  only  nermit  of 

arosf?f?hryear!''®  instance 

(11)  Schools . 


^ condition  of  the  two  schools  in  the  district 

lavatoriL^S^both^^^*  Installations  of  new  wash  basins  and 

notable  improvements  long  overdue  The 

nSiLfbl?  siKfwal 

at  a high  level.  ° children  being  maintained 

(12)  Offensive  Trades. 


There  are  none  in  the  district. 
(13)  Common  Lodgin^g;  Houses. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 
(1^)  Canal  Boats. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 


SECTION  D. 


Housing. 


comnletfor  it  under  Housing  was  the 

inoiatior  nt  th  Scheme  of  thirty-eight  houses.  The 

ten^cies  among  so  many  deserving  cases  was 
attention  of  the  whole  Council. 
Eventually  thirty-four  houses  were  let  on  the  grounds  of 

families  living  under  insanitary 
conditions.  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  the 
premises  from  which  two  of  the  latter  were  transferred. 

Progress  was  also  made  on  the  Claremont  Estate  though  not 
to  the  extent  expected  on  the  first  complement  of  sixteen 
nouses.  None  were  ready  for  occupation  as  originally 

year.  The  roads  and  sewers, 

however,  had  been  laid  over  half  the  site  and  the  second 
complement  of  houses  is  since  under  way  in  the  hands  of  a 
Ae  Contractor.  Accelerated  progress  is  the  consequence. 

.f  ® demand,  it  appears  almost  insatiable  though  whether 

it  will  remain  so  if  rentals  rise  above  £1  a week  is  more 
problematical.  There  is  an  economic  limit  which  will 
counterbalance  all  considerations , hygienic  or  otherwise. 
Overcrowding  is  still  to  the  forefront  of  our  difficulties 

unassessable  in  the  main  but  estimated  roughly 
at  120  cases.  Over  and  above  this  there  is  the  insanitary 
property  to  consider.  Most  of  this  is  in  the  Chapel  End  of  the 
district  where  the  houses,  generally  old  and  dilapidated,  are 
a.i.so  hadly  sited  in  many  cases  flanking  Main  Street  with  high 
gromd  almost  abutting  in  the  rear.  Definition  of  a Clearance  A 
would  appear  to  be  the  only  way  of  dealing  effectively  with 
this  locality  but  the  time  is  not  yet  ripe  for  this. 
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Statistics. 


ITiMbcr  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  yeart- 


^i)  By  the  Local  Authority  - 18 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  - Nil 

(iii)  By  other  "bodies  or  persons  - 8 


Inspection  of  dv/ellinp;  houses  during;  the  year: 


(ii) 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose 

(a)  Number  of  dv;el ling-houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (i)  above)  which  v/e re 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 
and  1932 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  - 


(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation. 


135 

162 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


111 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

o±^  formal  notices;- 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  - 111 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year;- 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9»  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  v;hich 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  - Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dv;el ling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices 

(i)  By  owners  - Nil 

(ii)  ^7  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

^ owners  - Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  v^ere  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  - Nil 
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Action  \mder  statutory  powers  during;  the  year  (Cont’d)j- 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(i)  By  owners  - Nil 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  - • Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936;- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  - 2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  - 2 closed 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 i- 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  v;ere  made  - Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
deteimined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  - Nil 


Housing  Act,  1936  - Overcrowding ;- 


(a) 

(i) 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 
the  year 

Unknown 

(ii) 

Number 

of  families  dwelling  therein  - 

UnknowTi 

(iii) 

Number 

of  persons  dwelling  therein  - 

Unknown 

(b) 

Number 

during 

of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
the  year 

Nil 

(c) 

(i) 

Number 

during 

of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
the  year 

54 

(ii) 

Number 

of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  - 

184 

Fitness  of 

Houses*.- 

(a)  No. of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  internal 

water  supply  9 

(b)  No.  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  v/ater  closet  or 

other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  - 60  appros 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food;- 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  were  35  Cowkeepers  (including  dairy  farmers)  and 
7 milk  purveyors  (other  than  Cowkeepers)  on  the  register.  The 
approximate  number  of  cows  computed  to  be  in  the  district  was 
350.'  Seventy  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  The  premise 
generally  were  satisfactory.  The  Lancashire  County  Council 
undertakes  the  duties  of  sampling  in  the  area. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  (Gont’d) 

(b)  Meat  and  other  foods. 

There  is  no  slaughter  house  within  the  district.  All  shops, 
stalls  and  vehicles  where  food  is  prepared  were  inspected  but  no 
cause  for  complaint  was  fopjid,  and  no  infectious  disease  v^ras 
reported  in  connection  with  persons  dealing  with  such  food.  The 
inspection  of  locally  siughtered  animals  is  the  duty  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  includes  in  his  report,  an  account  of 
these  inspections. 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  diseases 

Infectious  disease  was  of  moderate  extent  and  restricted 
variety  during  the  year.  The  cases  were  limited  to  six 
diseases  of  which  measles  epidemic  in  the  last  quarter  in 
Billinge  Higher  End  and  Winstanley ,was  predominant.  Scarlet 
Fever,  the  next  most  frequent,  prevailed  sporadically  generally 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Other  diseases  were  of  infreqvient 
incidence,  the  six  puerpural  pyrexia  notifications  being  received 
from  Billinge  Hospital. 

With  regard  to  the  diphtheria  cases,  both  were  unimmunised 
but  quite  unconnected.  Both  were  removed  to  hospital,  one  early 
in  the  year  to  Ormskirk  by  the  old  arrangement,  the  other  late 
in  the  year  to  Astley  by  the  new  provisions. 

Antitoxin  v;as  provided  for  practitioners  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  through  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Under  the  new  regime  a stock  is  maintained 
at  Billinge  Hospital. 

Immunisation  proceeded  as  hitherto  un.til  the  introduction 
of  the  National  Health  Scheme  , t-he  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Assistant  Coimty  Medical  Officer  co-operating  effectively 
to  this  end.  In  the  half  year  up  to  30th.  June,  19^8  fifty- 
nine  pre  school  children  and  ninety  school  children  received 
the  protective  treatment.  No  preliminary  and  no  post-schick 
tests  were  undertaken. 

No  immunisation  against  the  Enteric  Group  was  undertaken 
during  194-8, 

No  local  action  has  been  taken  v/ith  regard  to  the  use  of 
measles  serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation  of  the  illness. 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  in 

194S. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  Cottier  than  Tuberculosis^  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1947  ('AFTER  COBRECTION^ ) , 


■ 

Total 

Gas 

es 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

* 

Age  Periods  - 

Years 

1 

i # 

Total 

Deaths 

r 

m 03 
<D  03 

m to 
cd  a 
o 

H 
ri  <H 
cd  cd 

■p 

O P 
E-i  Cd 

H 

U 

Q> 

c 

i 

f 

i 

f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

i 

i4 

1 

3 

10 

13 

20 

1 

! 

i 

i 

33 

i 

i 

1 

45 

u 

o 

> 

o 

cb 

LO 

cn 

s. 

p 

Cd 

(D 

n 

iH 

Cd 

p 

o 

fH 

Cases 

Removed 

to 

Hospi- 

tal. 

in  Hos- 
pital 
of 

persons 
belong- 
ing to 
the 

Districi 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

r 

i — 

1 

- 

Scarlet 

Fever 

21 

1 ■" 

3 

10 

3 

» 

1 

3 

i ~ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

-> 

— 

Dj.phtheria 

(including 

membranous 

croup) 

2 

1 

1 

1 

j 

1 

Enteric  or 
typhoid  fev- 
er (exclud- 
ing paroty  - 
phoid) 

1 

1 

IP  araty  piloid 
fever 

— 

— 

- 

rjeasles  (ex- 
cluding 
rubella) 

39 

3 

4 

7 

5 

18 

Whooping 

Gou^ 

- 

- 

Acute 
pneumonia 
(primary  & 
influenzal) 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Puerperal 

pyrexia 

6 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cerebro- 
spinal fever 

- 

- 

Acute  pol- 
iomyelitis 

— 

- 

Acute  polio- 
Qiceph^itis 

- 

Acute  ence- 
phalitis 
lethargic a 

t 

pysentery 

- 

— 

! Ophthalmia 
Ineonat  or  urn 

- 

[Erysipelas 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

*— 

* 

1 

! Totals 
i 

72 

1 

5 

4 

LO 

5 

29 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

- 

3 

- 
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Disinfection  after  infectious  disease « 

method  employed  with  regard  to  premises  was  fiimigation 
Sas.  Nine  houses  were  so  treated.  Pomites 
are  disinfected  in  the  autoclave  by  steam. 

Tuberculosis . 

action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
, ^®Sulations  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering' 
employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under' 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 

2 notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  's 

death^^^^’  there  being  no  instance  of  a non-notified  tuberculosis 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947. 


AGE  PERIODS 

NEW  CASES 

— .1  A. 

DEATHS 

Respire! 

itory 

Non-Re  S] 

) iratoiy 

Respiratory 

Nbn-ihspiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Years, 

0 

- 

- 

1 

mmt 

mm 

1 

— 

- 

- 

2 

— 

•mm 

mm 

5 

-- 

— 

1 

AM 

10 

- 

— 

15 

- 

— 

— 

2 

•mm 

1 

20 

- 

— 

1 

25 

- 

1 

M 

35 

1 

— 

1 

^5 

- 

55 

- 

65  and 

- 

m>m 

upwards , 

\ 2 6 , 

, 1 ^ 

- 

- 

8 

L 

SECTION  G. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  was  no  offence  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937  during  the 
year  under  review.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  working  in  liaison  with 
H.M,  Inspector  of  Factories,  maintained  effective  supervision  of 
local  factories  and  workshops  from  the  Public  Health  aspect. 

The  follov/ing  is  a list  of  the  factories  and  workshops 
operating  in  the  district  in  1948. 


Collieries  - 4, 
Opencast  mining  plant  - 4. 
Stone  Quarries  - 2, 
Boot  and  Clog  Repairing  - 2, 
Brickworks  - 2. 
Joinery  - 5. 
Government  Radar  Station  - 1, 


Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District, 

1.  Increase  in  water  supply. 

2.  Installation  of  Sewage  Disposal  V/orks. 

3.  Conversion  of  Privy  Middens. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.S.  MATHER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948, 

TO  TIIE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BILLINGE-AND-WINSTANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Sewap;e  Disposal. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  method  of  treatment  of 
sewage  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  scheme,  which  has  been 
in  progress  for  two  years  for  Billinge  Chapel  End  area,  has  been 
held  up  due  to  the  length  of  time  taken  in  acquiring  the  land. 
Full  particulars  of  the  scheme  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Minist 
and,  when  an  estimated  cost  of  the  site  can  be  furnished  by  the 
District  Valuer,  notice  hasAbeeffi  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Healtli 
that  a public  inquiry  will  be  held.  In  my  opinion  this  scheme 
is  of  the  utmost  urgency  in  view  of  the  increased  housing  and 
the  steady  conversion  of  privy  middens. 

In  the  Higher  End  the  method  of  broad  irrigation  leaves 
much  to  be  desired  but  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  during  the 
year  we  had  no  complaints  from  the  Rivers  Board  with  regard  to 

the  samples  of  effluent  taken.  It  seems  to  me  that  unless  some 

scheme  on  a regional  basis  is  formulated,  the  Council  will  be 
faced  with  the  question  of  a sewage  treatment  v/orks  for  the 
Higher  End. 

The  programme  of  converting  privy  middens  during  the  year 
made  a great  step  forward,  the  Council  having  increased  their 
grant  to  £7  per  house  with  a view  to  encouraging  owner  occupiers 
to  make  these  changes.  At  the  end  of  19^7 > l'^  privy  middens 
existed  and  by  the  end  of  1948,  44  had  been  converted. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  house  refuse  is  collected  on  a weekly  basis  and  it  is 

pleasing  to  note  that  it  was  found  possible  to  follow  this 

routine  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year.  The  yield  showed 
a considerable  increase  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  poor  type  of 
coal  that  the  householder  is  now  receiving.  The  School  Brow 
tip  became  exhausted.  A pleasing  feature  is  that  the  Council 
went  to  a good  deal  of  expense  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  tip 
with  soil  and  the  site  is  now  being  turned  into  a playground. 

The  tipping  accommodation  is  rather  acute  in  the  Chapel  End 
and  it  is  obvious  that  before  long  the  Council  will  have  to 
go  into  the  question  of  a tipping  site  very  seriously. 

Salvage  continued  to  be  collected,  waste  paper  and  rags 
only  being  catered  for.  During  the  financial  year  and  up  to 
the  51st.  March,  1948  salvage  to  the  value  of  £156/9/2  was 
returned  to  industry  as  compared  with  a figure  of  £215  for 
the  year  1947* 

Smoke  Abatement, 

There  was  no  cause  for  serious  complaint  during  the  year 
and  two  observations  were  made  on  each  of  the  chimneys  existing 
Where  necessaiy  the  Sanitary  Inspector  contacted,  the  manage- 
ment who  made  every  effort  to  comply  with  his  request. 

Housing. 

The  demand  for  houses  was  still  in  excess  of  supply  and 
the  pace  of  building  did  not  increase.  Birchley  Site  wa.s 
completed  and  all  the  58  houses  were  allocated  to  the  most 


urgent  cases  from  an  overcrowding  and  a sanitary  point  of 
view.  Whilst  the  Council  look  favourably  upon  the  demolition 
of  some  of  the  older  houses,  it  was  thought  that  demolition 
orders  would  only  aggravate  the  present  shortage.  With 
regard  to  Claremont  Site,  which  eventually  will  hold  I50 
houses,  roads  and  sewers  for  half  the  scheme  were  completed 
and  the  contract  for  the  first  16  houses  was  let.  It  is 
regrettable,  however,  that  no  houses  were  completed  on  this 
site. 


Many  of  the  existing  houses,  which  are  built  of  stone, 
are  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition  and  many  are  abound 
with  defects,  V/here  possible,  notices  have  been  served  and 
works  effected  fco  improve  the  standard  but  it  is  my  opinion 
that  demolition  is  necessary  in  many  cases.  The  Council  gave 
instructions  for  a general  survey  to  be  made  of  houses  which, 
due  to  general  defects,  may  require  special  consideration. 

Water. 

During  the  year  the  consumption  of  v/ater  in  the  district 
amounted  to  5^9622,000  gallons,  a decrease  of  468,000  gallons 
on  1947.  The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  was  145,000 
gallons  per  day  against  145,876  gallons  in  1947.  The  V/hittle 
Shaft  continued  to  be  the  Council’s  main  source  of  supply  but 
it  was  found  necessary  to  augment  it  from  Wigan  for  a longer 
period  than  at  any  time  previously.  The  amount  of  water 
obtained  in  bulk  from  the  'Wigan  Corporation  was  22,850,000 
gallons  against  16,010,000  gallons  in  1947. 

The  residents  suffered  great  hardships  due  to  the  inadequat 
supply  which  necessitated  a restriction  of  use  for  over  six 
months  of  the  year.  As  time  goes  on  it  becomes  more  than  ever 
apparent  that  the  Co\incil  will  have  to  take  drastic  steps  if 
the  residents  are  not  to  be  unduly  burdened. 

Samples  of  water  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically 
were  found  to  be  of  a highly  satisfactory  nature.  The  water 
is  chlorinated  before  consumption,  and,  during  the  year,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  have  a new  chlorinating  board  and  plant 
installed  by  Bell  Bros.  Manchester  and  a new  chlorinating 
station  was  built. 

Shops . 

It  is  still  difficult  to  make  the  owners  of  shops  realise 
that  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1958  is  in  operation,  all  seem 
reluctant  to  comply  with  the  principal  section.  So  far  as_ 
sanitation  is  concerned  i.e.  Section  13,  it  was  found  possible 
during  the  year  for  four  shops  to  have  hot  and  cold  water 
provided  along  with  soap  and  towels  for  use  by  shop  assistants. 

During  the  year  the  shops  were  visited  regul^ly  and^  all 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory  from  a cleansing  point  of  view. 

The  only  bakehouse  in  the  area  was  remodelled,  improved  and 
brought  up  to  modern  standards.  With  regard  to  the  ice  cream 
manufacturer  in  the  area,  his  premises  have  been  enlarged  and 
his  whole  plant  renewed  to  comply  with  the  new  ice  cream  orders 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

It  will  be  necessaxy  to  continue  strict  supervision  until 
we  find  that  all  the  shops  are  complying  with  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1958. 


Schools. 


There  are  two  schools  in  the  area,  these  are  visited 
regularly  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Ashpits,  which 
had  been  on  the  premises  since  the  schools  were  built,  were 
removed  and  movable  dustbins  replaced  them.  Where  necessary 
new  washing  facilities  and  sanitary  fittings  have  been 
installed  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  sanitary 
accommodation  is  now  far  better  than  it  was  twelve  months 
ago. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant , 


C.  BROWN. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


